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SCOTUS ON ABSOLUTE POWER AND KNOWLEDGE 

ROBERTO HOFMEISTER PICH* 

Introduction: Scotus on HScientific Knowledge" (scientia) 

Each account of scientia advanced by Scotus presupposes the definition 
and the knowledge of the "first object" (prirnwn obiectwn). He explores "first 
object" in three ways: (1) in its logical-epistemological function in respect 
to the habit of scien.tia; (2) in the relationship of the habit to its respective 
cognitive potency; (3) in the modality of the truths to be known in the habit. 
His explorations give rise to particular differences between "subject" and 
"object" 1

• 

(1) The first object, even when it is taken in the scie1:ce of the contin
gent as "first subject" (prirnum subiecturn), is - as long as it is known as 
such - the epistemological ground of scientific knowledge. "Subject" and "ob
ject", each in a habit "as such" (in se) of the contingent and/or of the neces
sary'\ are also an object of the intellect:'. If an essence is known perfectly, 
then as "the known thing", it can cause the habit that expresses its entire 
knowability through essential-necessary compositions or even accidental
contingent compositions. (2) In the Prologue to Ordinatio, "subject" and "ob
ject" are used in respect to the definition of the first object of a scientific 
habit fixed in Ord. prol. n. 142. However, where two kinds of cognitive 
power are contrasted in relation to the habit of knowledge of the same ob
ject\ "first object" differs from "first subject". Since in a habit in se of nec
essary truths, the real essence has to be apprehended as such in order for 
"science" to be obtained in the intellect, "first object" and "first subject" 
have, in a formal sense, a different meaning: "first object" is the proper con-
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de Dcsenvolvimcnto Cicn-tifico e Tecnol6gico) for the unvaluable support given for the 
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1 For this introduction as a whole see R.H. Pich, Der Begn:ff der wissenscha/'t!ichen 
Erhenntnis nach Johannes Duns Scotus, 2001. 

1 Whether as a species intclligibilis or not; see R.H. Pich, op. cit., 4.1.1, and Con
clusion 1.1 and 1.2. 

:J "Object" is above all a concept "respective to a !cognitive I potency of the soul" 
(uenndgcnspsyr.hologisch); see L. Honnefelder, Scientia in se - scien.tia in n.obis, in: L 
Craemer-Ruegenberg· und A. Speer (Hrsg.), Miscellanea Mediaeualia 22 - Scicntfo und 
ars im Hoch• und Spi:itmittclalter, p. 207. Of course, object of the cognitive potency and 
object of'thc habit o(knowlcdge have different definitions; sec RH. Pich, op. cit., 1.7.1. 

1 See Ord. prol. p. 3 q. 1-3 n. 168 (ed. Vat. 1: 110-112), See R.H. Pich, op. cit., 
Chapter 4. 




